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Mirage,  a per formance which incorporated v ideo and f i lm,  developed f rom 

two ear l ier  per formances -  Funnel  and Twi l ight  -  in which the re lation 

of  camera and monitor  to v is ib le and hidden spaces was explored.  

The st ructure of  the p iece reveals ideas of  passage and games of  surv ival .  

The metal  cones are mul t i - funct ional .  They were used to d i rect  sound,  

to s ing,  to yel l ,  to  b low; as a te lescope,  as an oar,  or  s imply as a form. 

Drawing is  a basic e lement in  Jonas'  work and here i t  is  used in 

a r i tual is t ic  manner to represent /create a sentence about  the t ransi tory 

The f i lms and v ideotapes of  the performance have been edited for  th is  
insta l la t ion.  

For Mirage I made a film of drawing, again 

and again, images on a blackbord. and then 

erasing them. Reading the essays collected in 

Spiritual Disciplines. I got another idea to 

use drawings, also in Mirage, which I called 

Endless Drawings' after those described in the 

Meluhean 600* of the Dead, the tribal ritual book 

of New Guinea There it says that in order to go 

from one world to the ne*t you must finish a 

drawing in sand which an old lady, the 

devouring witch, begins at the boundary 

between life and death. 
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Jonas, Jonas. “Mirage (1976/1994)” and “Floor plan.” In  Joan Jonas: 
Works 1968–1994, edited by Dorine Mignot, 50-58, 117. Amsterdam: 
Stedelijk Museum, 1994. 





A  p u r e  d an c e  

S t o m p i n g  st o m p i n g  s t o m p i n g  

I n  fr o n t  of  t he  f il m  f o o t a g e  o f  th e  vo l c a n o  er u p t i n g  

W a s  s he  f ac i n g  th e  f oo t a g e  

O r  t h os e  of  us  wi t n e s s i n g  

S u r e l y  i n  he r  mi n d ' s  e y e  

S h e  fa c e s  th e  v ol c a n o  

W h i l e  i n  th e  t he a t e r  

S h e  fa c e s  u s  

S t o m p i n g  d i r e c t l y  i nc e s s a n t l y  

E v e r y  b o dy  p ar t  i nt e n t  on  st o m p i n g  

T h e  l a v a  t ak e s  t hi s  pa l m  t r e e ,  t h a t  o ne  

C o m e s  da n g e r o u s l y  cl o s e  t o  t h e  c am e r a  

C u t  t o  t he  f um i n g  mo u n t a i n  si d e  

w o m a n  on  st a g e  ab s o r b e d  a bs o r b e d  in  s t o mp i n g  

I  t h i nk  o f  t he  o pe n  ai r  No h  st a g e  b y  t he  s ea  

F a c i n g  t he  s ea  s o  t ha t  t he  pl a y e r  fa c i n g  t he  s e a  
R e f l e c t s  i t  t o  t h e  a ud i e n c e  
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M i r ro r  P i e c e s  an d  O u t d o o r  Pi e c e s  
1 9 6 8 / 1 9 9 4  

1  W i n d  1 9 6 8  

1 6 m m  f i l m ,  b l a c k  a nd  wh i t e ,  5  m i n . ,  s i l e nt .  

2  M i r r o r s  ( r e co n s t r u c t e d ) ,  pr o p  f ro m  

M i r r o r  Pi e c e s  1 /I I  1 9 6 9 / 1 9 7 0  

P e r f o r m e d  b y  Fr a n c e s  B a r t h ,  E v e  C o re y ,  

S u s a n  Fe l d m a n ,  Pa m  G o d e n ,  

C a r o l  Go o d e n ,  De b o r a h  H o l l i n g w o r t h ,  

K e i t h  H o l l i n g w o r t h ,  Ba r b a r a  Ja r v i s ,  

J o a n  J o n a s ,  Ju l i e  Ju d d ,  J an e  L a h r,  

L u c i l l e  L a re a u ,  J ea n  L a w l e s s ,  

S u s a n  Ma r s h a l l ,  Ro s e m a r y  M a r t i n ,  

T o m  Me y e r s ,  J ud y  P a d o w ,  L i n d a  P a t t o n ,  

C o r k y  P o li n g ,  Pe t e r  P oo l e ,  

S u s a n  Ro t h e n b e r g ,  An d y  S al a z a r ,  

L i n c o l n  Sc o t t ,  Mi c h a e l  S in g e r ,  

G e o r g e  T r a ka s ,  P a m  V i h e l .  

3  M i r r o r  Ch e c k  1 9 7 0  

V i d e o ,  b l a c k  an d  w h i t e .  Pe r f o r m e d  b y  
J o a n  J o n a s .  

4  M i r r o r  c os t u m e  d es i g n e d  fo r  p e r f o r m a n c e  

O a d  L a u  a n d  u s e d  i n  t he  f i l m  
W i n d  1 9 6 8 .  

5  H a n d h e l d  wo o d b l o c k s  ( r ec o n s t r u c t e d ) ,  
p r o p s  f r o m  

5 a  J o n e s  Be a c h  P i e c e  L o n g  Is l a n d ,  
N e w  Y o r k  1 97 0 .  

P e r f o r m e d  b y  Ba r b a r a  D i l l y ,  J o h n  E r d m a n ,  

C a r o l  G oo d e n ,  T an n i s  H u gi l l ,  J oa n  J o n a s ,  

E p p  K o t k a s ,  K a t e  P ar k e r ,  L i nd a  P a t t o n .  

S u s a n  Ro t h e n b e r g ,  Gw e n n  Th o m a s ,  
G e o r g e  T ra k a s .  

5 b  D e l a y  D e l a y  1 9 7 2  

P e r f o r m e d  b y  A e ri e l  B ac h .  M a r i o n  C aj o r i ,  

J a m e s  Co b b ,  C a ro l  G oo d e n ,  

J e n e  H ig h s t e i n .  T an n i s  H u g i l l ,  

G l e n d a  H yd l e r ,  J oa n  Jo n a s ,  E p p  K o tk a s ,  

B a r b a r a  L i p p e r,  G o rd o n  M a t t a - C l a r k ,  

P e n e l o p e .  J a ne l l e  R e i r i n g ,  K a r e n  S m i t h .  

5 c  N o v a  Sc o t i a  Be a c h  D a n c e  1 9 7 1  

P e r f o r m e d  b y  J oa n  Jo n a s  a n d  N a n c y  T o p f .  

6  H o o p  ( o r i g i n a l  p ro p  f r o m  5 a  a n d  5 b ) .  

7  S t o n e  c i r c l e  ( r e c o n s t r u c t e d ) ,  ( 5 c ) .  

8  H a n g i n g  w a l l  d e si g n e d  by  R i c h a r d  S e r r a  

( r e c o n s t r u c t e d ) ,  p r op  f r o m  

C h o r e o m a n i a  1 9 7 1  

3 3  s l i de s  pr o j e c t e d  on t o  w a l l  f r o m  o r ig i n a l  

p e r f o r m a n c e  b y  J oh n  E r d m a n ,  J o an  J o n a s ,  

E p p  K o t k as ,  K a t e  P ar k e r ,  L i n d a  P a t t on .  

9  S o n g d e l a y  1 9 7 3  

1 6 m m  f i l m ,  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e ,  1 8  mi n . ,  s o u n d .  

C a m e r a  a nd  c o - ed i t i n g  b y  R o b e rt  F i or e .  

S o u n d  b y  K u r t  Mu n k a s c i .  

P e r f o r m e d  b y  A e ri e l  B ac h ,  M a r i o n  C a jo r i ,  

J a m e s  Co b b ,  C ar o l  Go o d e n ,  R a n d y  Ha r d y ,  

M i c h a e l  H a r v e y,  G l en d a  H y d l e r ,  J o a n  J o n a s ,  

E p p  K o t ka s .  G or d o n  M a t ta - C l a r k .  

M i c h a e l  O l i v a ,  S t ev e  P ax t o n ,  P e n e l o p e ,  

J a m e s  R e i n e k i n g . R o b i n  W i n te r s .  

1 0  P h o t o g r a p h s  o f  S a r d in i a  b y  J oa n  J on a s  19 7 3 .  

1 1  A f r i c a n  ma s k ,  p r op  f r o m  

V a r i a t i o n s  o n  a  Sc e n e  1 9 9 0  

W a v e  H i l l ,  H u d s o n  R i v e r  

P e r f o r m e d  b y  J oa n  Jo n a s ,  J o rg e  Z o n t a l .  

K i k i  S m i t h ,  J an e  S m it h ,  J i l l  W o o l e y ,  

S e t h  K i n g ,  A l v i n  C ur r a n .  M u s i c  b y  

A l v i n  C ur r a n .  

1 2  3 7  s l id e s  t a k e n  f r om  t he  

M i r r o r  a nd  O ut d o o r  P ie c e s '  

R o o m  2 4  R o o m  2 3  

O r g a n i c  H o n e y ' s  V i s u a l  Te l e p a t h y /  
O r g a n i c  H o n e y ' s  V e r t i c a l  Ro l l  
1 9 7 2 / 1 9 9 4  

1 O r g a n i c  Ho n e y ' s  Vi s u a l  T el e p a t h y  1 9 7 2  

V i d e o t a p e ,  b l a c k  a nd  wh i t e ,  2 3  m i n . ,  s o u n d  

C a m e r a  b y  J oa n  J o n a s ,  a ss i s t e d  b y  

L i n d a  Pa t t o n .  

2  V e r t i c a l  R o l l  1 9 7 2  

V i d e o t a p e ,  b l a c k  an d  w h i t e ,  2 0  m i n . ,  s o un d  

C a m e r a  b y  R ob e r t a  N i e m a n .  

3  A n x i o u s  Au t o m a t i o n  

b y  R i c h a r d  Se r r a  1 9 7 2 .  

V i d e o t a p e ,  3  m i n . ,  b l a c k  an d  wh i t e ,  s ou n d .  

C h o r e o g r a p h y  Jo a n  Jo n a s .  

S o u n d  b y  P h i l i p  Gl a s s .  

4  3 7  s l i d es  o f  o r i g i n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e .  

5  C l o s e - c i r c u i t  ca m e r a s  w i t h  cl o s e - u p s .  

R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e .  

6  B l a c k b o a r d  w i th  d r aw i n g .  

7  O r i g i n a l  pr o p s  on  t a bl e :  t w o  f an s ,  d o l l ,  

s i l v e r  s po o n ,  k no t t e d  w oo d ,  b r a s s  p l a t e ,  

r o c k .  

8  T h r e e  c o s tu m e s .  

9  R e c o n s t r u c t e d  m i r r o r  o n  wh e e l s .  

S e l e c t i o n  o f  o r i g i n a l  d ra w i n g s  a n d  

p h o t o g r a p h s .  

1 0  P a p e r  w a l l .  

1 1  P h o t o g r a p h s :  O r ga n i c  Ho n e y  ( 3  d e t a i l s ),  

c o s t u m e  ( d et a i l ) ,  d og .  

1 2  F a n .  

1 3  O r i g i n a l  p os t e r s :  O rg a n i c  Ho n e y ' s  V e r t i c a l l  

R o l l ,  O r g a ni c  H on e y ' s  Vi s u a l  T el e p a t h y .  

M i r a g e  
1 9 7 6 / 1 9 9 4  

1  M i r a g e  1 9 7 6  

S e l e c t i o n s  f r o m  16 m m  f i l m ,  b l a c k  a n d  

w h i t e ,  i n t e r cu t  w i t h  v o l ca n o  f i l m .  

C a m e r a  f o r  M i r a ge  b y  B a b e t t e  M a ng o l t e .  

M i r a g e  i n co r p o r a t e d  th e  v id e o  

M a y  Wi n d o w s  1 9 7 6  

B l a c k  a n d  w h i t e ,  1 4  m i n .  S ou n d  p e r f o r m e d  

b y  J o an  J on a s  a n d  J a m e s  N a r e s .  

2  G o o d  N i g h t  Go o d  Mo r n i n g  1 9 7 6  

V i d e o t a p e ,  b l a c k  a nd  w h it e ,  1 1  m i n . ,  s o u n d .  

C a m e r a  b y  J oa n  J o n a s .  

3  S i x  m e t a l  c on e s  ( r e co n s t r u c t e d ) .  

4  F u n n e l  1 9 7 4  

P h o t o g r a p h s  o f  p er f o r m a n c e  b y  

B a b e t t e  M a n go l t e .  

5  O r i g i n a l  m as k  a nd  h o o p  f r o m  pe r f o r m a n c e  

o n  t ab l e  ( r e co n s t r u c t e d ) .

6  B l a c k b o a r d  w i t h  d r aw i n g .  

7  2 5  s l i d e s  o f  o r i g i n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e .  




