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The First New York Festival of
Cuban Films begins on March 24
at the Olympia Theatre
(Broadway at 107th Street). The
films, according to Michael
Myerson, spokesman for the
American Documentary Films,
the organizer of this festival, have
been selected by the Cuban Film
Institute. The films shown repre-
sent some of the best films made
in Cuba during the last 10 years.
The intention of the festival was
also to bring to New York several
of the leading film-makers them-
selves, so that we could have first
hand information on what’s hap-
pening in Cuban cinema. The
State Department decided to deny
them visas, for ‘'security
reasons.” It's a very curious
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reason, this “security reason.”
Two months ago, Generalissimo
Franco, a dictator, forbade the
director of “‘Vampyr” to leave
Spain (to attend the Museum of
Modern Art screening of his film)
for “‘security reasons.”” Who is
afraid of freedom? Who is afraid
of free people? Dictators and
fools. The decision of the State
Department is still more foolish
when we consider that the films
shown at the First New York Fes-
tival of Cuban Films next are
going to Washington, D.C, to the
American Film Institute. The
films will travel to other cities in
the States, as of course they
should. So that the decision of the
State Department to deny the
visas to the film-makers whose
films are touring this country
represents an act of simple
boorishness. The State Depart-
ment should apologize to the film-
makers and to the people of the
United States. Somebody some-
where should be fired, that's what
1 think.

BOOKS RECEIVED: A
Primer for Film-Making," by Ken-
neth H. Roberts and Win
Sharples, Jr. (Published by Peg-
asus, New York. 550 pages.

it looks very huge and impressive,
it may be useful for those
beginners who need all kinds of
technical advice. It looks like it's

| full of technical details. It says
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film production.” Another book
just came in, called **Guerrilla
Television,”” by Michael Sham-
berg, published by Raindance
Corporation (110 pages, $4.95). I
looked through it and it is quite a
thorough guide to those who are
fooling around with video cam-
eras. It's full =of technical and
practical information. Also a new
book by the inexhaustible Parker
Tyler, ‘‘Screening the Sexes:
Homosexuality in the Movies,'
again a huge, 385-page book, $10,
published by Holt, Rinehart, and
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Winston. 1 may look through it
some rainy day. But if the rest of

Price: $12.50.) 1didn’t read it, but |

the book is as unintelligent as the
pages on Gregory Markopoulos, 1
may put it back on the shelf, rain
Or 0o rain.

NEWS & NOTES: Charles
Levine is continuing his cable
television series of conversations
with film-makers. The series is
presented on Sterling Cable TV,
Channel 6-C, Friday and Sunday
from 8.30 to 9.30 p. m. Some of the
film-makers: Ed Emshwiller,
April 7 and 9; Mike Kuchar, April
14 and 16; Barry Gerson, April 21
and April 23. 1 have no idea where
¥ou can see these programs, but
they exist.

Stan Brakhage will give a short
film course at the University Film
Study Center this June. [nquire at
Box 275, Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts 02138.

Jud Yalkut is conducting a
series on “independent and per-
sonal film-making" on WBAI-FM
every Monday at 11 p. m

The Third Editition of
American Film Institute’s Guide
to College Film Courses, 1971-72"
informs us that a total of 2392 film
courses are being offered during
the 1971-1972 academic year 1n

films under 30 minutes). Address
for inquiries: Yale Film Festival,
59 High Street, New Haven, Con-
necticut 06520. Of course, there
will be money prizes (“'a min-
imum of $1000 in prize money,”
says brochure).

Al Fine, 363 Canal Street, New
York City, needs a small sum of
money to complete his film, he
says. Is looking for help

Saw Joan Jonas's video-
movement-dance program at the
Logiudice Gallery. I found it a
very careful exploration of reflec-
tions and overlappings, of
hardness and softness, of mirrors
—about the best use of video since
Nam June Paik’s video machines
at Bonino Gallery.

A quote; “In some recent in-
dictments for conspiracy in the
United States, it is not clear—I
doubt that it ever can be clear—
how much the conspirators were

planning a dangerous action and
how much they were just
sounding off out of frustration. In
the cases of some of the black mil-
itants, however, I suspect that
they were indicted largely be-
cause their speech pattern is vio-
lent by white standards.” (Fom
Paul Goodman's new book,
“*Speaking and Language: De-
fence of Poetry."")

John Gruen's book, *The
Party’'s Over Now,” and the
fourth volume of Anais Nin's
diaries contain pages on Maya
Deren and Willard Maas.

Sprinklers for Meadow

A new sprinkler system is being
installed in the Sheep Meadow in
Central Park, a gift of the Charles
E. Merrill Trust of Ithaca, New
York.

this country. There are 47 school

which offer degrees in film, from
A. A to Ph. D. Ninety-six offer a
major in film. Majoring in film on
the undergraduate level are 4619

students, 1508 on the graduate”

level. (AFI's Guide lo College
Film Courses may be obtained for
$3.50 from American Library As-
sociation, 50 East Huron Street,
Chicago, 1llinois 60611.)

April 8 is the deadline for the
Yale Film Festival (for 16mm

¥

A dialogue with hlm makers, Tues. 5:30

March 28: Selected Works by John Marshall
John Marshall will discuss his films
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SATURDAY - MAR. 25, 1972
DON
SNYDER

will show & discuss his films

“CHROMA*’

(a video-graphic work)

‘“NINE O‘CLOCK"”

work in progress - taken during the]
elebrity service boll ot the Ploza
Hotel

“THE STRIP"
“ANDROGYNE"’ cnd
“SONG FOR RENT”

{made with Jack Smith)

SUNDAY - MAR. 26, 1972

GROUP PROGRAM OF
OUTSTANDING NEW FILMS

“JULY 1971 - IN SAN FRANCISCO,
LIVING AT BEACH STREET, WORKING
AT

CANYON CINEMA, SWIMMING IN
THE

Hi
VALLEY OF THE MOON"
by PETER HUTTON
PREY"
by ARTHUR HIBBERT

and new films by
JOHN BUCHANAN

hese programs are supporled, in part, by a grant by the NY. State Council on the Arts.

BOTH PROGRAMS START AT B:30 PM — CONTRIB.

The NEWAmMencan
FLMMAKERS Senes

Monday, March 20 thru

Wednesday, March 29 *

(SPECIAL 10 DAY ENGAGEMENT)

== Jofin len
and Yoko 300

This selection of their recent films offers a provocative insight into the
cinematic imagination of these celebrated and controversial artists.

Ono

FLY/APOTHEOSIS/THE BALLAD OF JOHN AND YOKO/RAPE PART I1/COLD TURKEY/
ERECTION/GIVE PEACE A CHANCE a cemrsss rius mewease

Not recommended for children
* Please note there will be no film showings Tuesday Evening March 21.

MUSEUM ADMISSION $1.(FILMS FREE)

Wadnesday evenings at

Film showings everyday a1 12 (excepl Thursday) 2. and 4 oclock and Tuesday and

and 8 Film nickels for 12 o'cCiock show are available
when the museum opens al 11 am Tickets for all other perlormances become avail-
able 2 hours belore sceeening ime Tichets ar
charge to museum. bul must be specifically requesied at the desk

Swpperted in pert by funds frem the New York Sra1e Countil on the Arts

@ free with one dollar regular admission

ITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART o 345 MADISON AVENUE AT SEVENTY.F
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021  861-5322 YENTEFIFTH SThe




